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A “good teacher” can be described in many ways. Some view a teacher’s job as minor details and others choose to only view the big picture. Whether your teacher has played a minor or major role in your life, you have always had a preconceived notion of what a teacher really is.

When I sat down to do this assignment, I was assigned three children at the age of eight. These kids immediately got to work and it was interesting to see the first thoughts that popped from their brains onto the paper. I was working with two boys and a girl. 

As I watched Jenna draw her picture, I noticed that she chose to draw a female teacher. The picture shows a teacher with a purple skirt and a black top. The teacher has long blonde hair and is standing outside with an apple in her hand. I think it was pretty interesting how the girl started to draw the teacher with a frown on her face. When I asked her why the teacher was sad she erased it and changed it to a smile. I wonder why she thought that a good teacher would be sad.

These kids all attend a private Catholic school. I thought that this was interesting considering the fact that the teacher she drew was very young and liberal looking. The more that I looked at Jenna’s picture, the more that I could see myself in it. Her teacher is a older nun and has short hair. The picture that she drew showed a younger teacher. Jenna’s interpretation of a good teacher seemed to include a younger teacher.

I then turned to a little boy named Dylan. He had also chosen to draw a female teacher. His drawing shows a small teacher at a huge chalkboard. At the bottom of the page he drew two small desks. He then told me that he was drawing his mom. He said that she teaches big kids how to do the times table. His drawing showed his teacher as having short hair and the only thing that she was teaching was multiplication. There wasn’t hardly anything to his drawing, but I could tell that he thought the world of his mom as a teacher.

I couldn’t really see myself in this picture because the environment that he drew seemed intense and extremely focused. I also couldn’t see myself in this picture because it had the sole purpose of being his mom. He told me that everything he doesn’t understand in class his mom teaches him at the end of the day.

My last drawing was by a boy named Gabe. He is the only student that chose to draw a male as a teacher. He said that this teacher was the only male teacher that they had in their building. When he started talking about how cool he thought he was, his eyes bulged out of his head. In his drawing, he drew the male teacher teaching harder addition and subtraction problems. 

I thought the most interesting part of his drawing was the teacher that he drew. He had on an orange shirt and jeans. I asked the boy why he had on the outfit that he did and he said it was because he didn’t have anything else to wear.  I thought that this seemed out of place at a school where this student had to wear a uniform every day. 

He looked laid back and seemed like a fun person to be around. The teacher had his hair spiked up and his hands raised in the air with enthusiasm. The grin on the teacher’s face said it all. You could tell that this teacher loved his job and enjoyed getting up every day to go to school.  

I can definitely see myself as this kind of teacher. I don’t want to be like the other teachers who only come at school to sit around and receive their paycheck. This teacher seemed like the real deal. This teacher was the one that is fun to be around and makes you want to learn more. I can see myself as this kind of teacher.

All of these pictures showed me part of what children want to see in their teachers. They want a teacher that can be energetic and let them have fun. Kids don’t want to feel like they are at school and can’t escape. I always wanted a teacher when I was younger that would mix things up.

 I didn’t want to sit in my seat all day and feel like a clone that kept filling out papers for no reason. I think that kids need help to find the fun I learning. The teachers all do the same things and kids don’t like it. I would love when we would get to do science experiments or have a job in the classroom. Something has to keep the child entertained while they spend all seven hours at school. I know for me those seven hours seemed like days.

All of these papers only proved to me that the students are craving a laid back classroom. My only thought was thinking about kids in public schools. If these same kids were in a public school, would they be drawing a teacher with a uniform? All of these drawings helped me realize what children expect and want out of their teacher.
